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These children were part of a group that petitioned 
the City Council to clean up Watts Branch in 2001.
Washington Parks & People

Long a cou n try tow n at the edge of Washington, DC’s urban 
center, Deanwood was forged out of former slave plantations during the  
decades following the Civil War. It became one of Washington’s earliest  
predominantly African American communities. 

Greater Deanwood today encompasses the historic neighborhoods of  
Deanwood, Burrville, Lincoln Heights, and Whittingham. 

In the 1800s, much of Washington’s development followed decisions made by 
city leaders and investors, who favored areas northwest of the Anacostia. Land 
here remained relatively untouched, and many streets were unpaved into the 
1960s. Because builders chose not to apply racial restrictions on who could 
buy here, African American migrants found Deanwood welcoming, affordable, 
and convenient. The pioneering National Training School for Women and 
Girls, founded by Nannie Helen Burroughs (whose portrait appears on each 
Deanwood Heritage Trail sign), attracted educators to the neighborhood.  
New residents often built their own homes and created communities where  
for years no one locked their doors, adults treated all children as their own, 
and children behaved accordingly. On this trail you will see the rich parkland, 
handcrafted dwellings, and religious and social gathering places that have 
made Deanwood an oasis of dignity and self-determination for generations. 

A Self-Reliant People: Greater Deanwood Heritage Trail is produced by Linda Donavan Harper, Mara Cherkasky, Sarah 
Fairbrother, Jane Freundel Levey, Brendan Meyer, Terry Restivo, Erinn Roos, and Brett Weary of Cultural Tourism DC in 
collaboration with the District Department of Transportation, the Office of the Deputy Mayor for Planning and Economic 
Development, the U.S. Department of Transportation, the Deanwood Heritage Trail Working Group, and the Deanwood 
History Committee. 

Special thanks to Working Group members: Kia Chatmon, chair; Korey Bowers Brown, Working Group historian; 
Courtney Bailey, Maurice Banks, Elaine King Bowman, Earlene Butler, Muriel Chambers, Alice Chandler, Dennis Chestnut, 
Amy Cody, Dorothy Douglas, Rebecca Gass, Beverly Goode, James Hunter, Alice Jackson, Gwen Rowe Kelly, Philoma 
Logan, Alverna Miller, Barbara Moore, Tanya Murray, Flaver Tillman, James Tillman, and Jeanette K. Wright. And to  
contributors George Botts, Charlotte Blount, Yvonne Carignan, Geraldine Carroll, Charles I. Cassell, Lydia Charles, 
Kendra Chatmon, Steve Coleman, the late Dick Evans, First Baptist Church of Deanwood, Patsy Fletcher, Roland Freeman, 
Deidre Gantt, Lewis W. Giles, Jr., Faye Haskins, IDEA Public Charter School, Rita Johnson, Brian Kraft, Joe Lapp, Robert 
Lyford, Marya McQuirter, Ira Mendelson, the late Ruth Ann Overbeck, Eddy Palanzo, Reginald Parker, Sharon Pratt, 
Nelson Rimensnyder, Lucy Shackelford, Ki Shinn, the late Earl Simpson, Kathryn S. Smith, Carrie Thornhill, Herbert 
Turner, Jackie Washington, Keith Washington, Donna Wells, Wells Family, Hayden Wetzel, Byron W. Woodson, Sr.,  
Col. John Woodson, U.S. Army ret., Jon Woodson, and especially the Washington, DC Historic Preservation Office and  
the Marshall Heights Community Development Organization.

p l e a s e  n o t e :   Sign 1 is located at Division Avenue and Foote Street. To follow the trail, we recommend that you take 

Metrobus U8 (toward Capitol Heights) to the stop at Nannie Helen Burroughs Avenue and Division Avenue, then turn 

right on Division Avenue and walk one block to Sign 1. The trail ends at the Minnesota Avenue Metrorail station.

A Self-Reliant People


